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Christmas is the most important holiday in America!
It’s no wonder everyone from big to small looks forward to it
so much every year! This holiday is all about gifts; whether
you are young or old and whether you are giving or receiving,
everyone is thinking about gifts.

Children start making a list for Santa Claus several
months before Christmas comes. Santa Claus is a make -be-
lieve character who is a big, fat man dressed in red clothes.
He drives a sleigh, which is an old-fashioned car open at the
top and slides along the snow. It is said that the sleigh is
pulled by reindeer. These are real animals that live in the
north where it snows all the time; they are brown with antlers.
In the stories about Santa, they fly through the air and land on
everyone’s roof tops. Santa jumps down the chimney into the
house and leaves gifts for each person in the house. If a child
has been a bad child during the year, all he leaves for him or
her is a lump of coal.

Children become very excited as it gets closer to
Christmas. They believe that Santa will read the list they have
made and bring them exactly the toy they have wished for.
Christmas Eve, or the night before Christmas, they will stay up
late, and leave a plate of cookies and a glass of milk out for
Santa to eat while he is busily arranging the gifts underneath
the Christmas tree. No matter how late they stay up, however,
they always seem to miss Santa’s coming. They go to bed,
hardly able to sleep. Early the next morning the children jump
out of bed and run out to see all the beautiful gifts that have
been left for them.

As children grow older, they discover that Santa Claus
is only a story. Their parents have been purchasing the gifts
for them all along. Grownups spend much time during the
Christmas season finding or making the perfect gift for each
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special person in their life. Giving the perfect gift is a way of
saying, “Thank you! ” to your friends and relatives for being
who they are and for being a part of their life. The gift does
not necessarily need to be large. Sometimes the more special
presents are little ones. What is important is the meaning be-
hind the gift.

Why all the gift -giving? Although we celebrate every
year, and sometimes grow weary of finding the perfect gift, we
never get tired of giving to others. The reason we celebrate is
because the first time there was a Christmas, it was the giving
of a gift to everyone in the world, no matter when or where
they live. About 2000 years ago, in Israel, a baby boy was born
to virgin Mary and her fiancé Joseph. The baby boy’s name
was Jesus, and He was the Son of God. Even though He was
very special, He chose to be born in a barn with cows, don-
keys, and sheep surrounding Him. Shepherds came to worship
Him, as well as astrologers from the east. They knew He was
the greatest gift ever given, the King of the world. He is the
gift given to every person, and every person can receive this
gift freely. Because through Him we have the gift of salvation,
we can extend our gratitude to others by giving other gifts to
them at Christmas, reminding them that we have received
something great because of Christmas.

Christmas is coming soon, but it’s okay to enjoy it all
year long! Although Christmas is not commonly celebrated in
China, it’s never wrong to give something to others to show
your appreciation. Think of those that have touched your life
and perhaps you can show your thoughtfulness by preparing a
gift for them this year. And remember that because the first
Christmas happened, we have
all received a very wonderful iiﬁﬁ
gift!
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