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something deep within us telling us what to do.

passionate about the pursuit of knowledge?

What motivates you? What is the driving force behind what you do and why you do it?
I’ m not asking what the end goal is. Each one of us sets goals, but what is the reason for
them? | believe it is good to take a look inside ourselves every once in a while to examine
the motives behind what we do. Little and big actions, no matter what, are all driven by

Take studying, for example. Why do we study? Why do we study English? Why do we
study anything at all? | understand that students from a very small age in China begin to
devote most of their time to studying. After so many years of intensive study, one may be-
gin to ask, “Why do I do this?” And I believe that is a good question. Perhaps only you
can answer it. Is it because you want to get a good job? Do you want to pass the exam? Do
you study because your parents want you to? Or because everyone else does, and you want
to be like them? Or, do you have a deep down desire to do the best that you can? Are you

| believe if you study for outward reasons, you will give up and wear out. If someone
else is forcing you to study, you will not have the motivation that you need to learn a sub-
ject well. If you are doing it because it will give you a good job, you might find that you
become weary in pursuit of it. If you study a subject because there is a passion for knowl-
edge from deep down, you will find that acquiring that knowledge will become easier. Your
thirst for the answers will become the fuel that drives your passion. And you will find ways
to overcome the obstacles that are strewn in your path of achievement.

The same goes for anything else in life. Whatever you do, you will always have a moti—

vation for it. It may be an outward one or an inward one. Go ahead, look inside. Spend a

little time deciding for yourself what your motive is. And decide if it is one that you can

live with. Why am | doing this? Why am | studying English? If you don’ t like your an—

swer, perhaps you should decide what needs to change. Your motive? Or your goal? It s

your call. 1 don’ t know what lies within you. Knowing what your motive is may help you

discover what your goals are. Knowing what your motive is may help you make decisions

‘R A

that will lead you to pursue your passion in life!

Jennifer L. Kaessner
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