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When Socrates Meets Confucius

As masters both with
hundreds of disciples, when
Socrates encounters Confucius,
debate seems to be inevitable.
But the old saying says “Great
minds think alike”. Although they
live in different times, out of two
civilizations, they both advocate
heuristic mode of teaching, and
meanwhile, care more on moral
education. This is ‘The Art of
Education’.

Above all, Confucius believes
the way to knowledge should
be full of active exploration and
independent thinking. The more
you look for, the more you find
out, then in a better way you think;
while Socrates excels in “talking
with students”, not for teaching
the existed facts, but for cleaning
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up misunderstandings; In the long
run, to arouse consciousness and
embrace the truth.

More importantly, In
Confucius’ philosophy, a complete
education consists of knowledge,
conduct, loyalty and faith. Among
the four aspects, more than three
and a half are within the scope
of moral education. According to
Socrates, knowledge is morality;
self-discipline is principle and
abiding by the law is justice.

However, people may
challenge the significance of their
educational concepts in modern
times. Do they still make sense?
The answer is, “they definitely do”.
Nowadays we still have murders,
violence, cheating and jealousy,
even among students who receive
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The Art of Education
12REFHEYE =S

higher education; dare we say we
are morally qualified? As long as
we see the majority of students
idling on campus, killing their
precious spare time, or blindly
following their lectures, struggling
for the so-called homework, we
are far away from our ancestors’
expectations.

To conclude, one generation
opens the road upon which
another generation travels. The
art in Socrates and Confucius’
educational concepts still leads
us. Morality makes the society
lovelier; independent thinking
creates innovation; learning makes
the difference. And therefore, have
morality a companion, thinking a
habit and learning a trust.
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